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POL 224 : Introduction to Urban Politics

General Information:

Term: 2022 Summer Session
Instructor: Staff
Language of Instruction: English
Classroom: Online
Office Hours: TBA
Class Sessions PerWeek: 5
Total Weeks: 5
Total Class Sessions: 25
Class Session Length (minutes): 145
Credit Hours: 4

Course Description:
This course will introduce the politics in American cities, providing a brief overview of the
development of urban politics, the basic structure and mechanisms that the political
institutions in the urban area have, and the functions of the U.S. local government. This
course includes three main parts, 1) the origins of urban politics, 2) the urban crisis of the
twentieth century, and 3) the fractured metropolis. Topics covered include the competitions
between larger cities and the suburban areas, the ways to balance between local economic
growth and development of the local political systems, the governmental fragmentation of
the urban areas and how it influences the functioning of political institutions.

Learning Objectives:
By taking this course, the students will be able to have 1) a brief overview of the history
and development of the the American cities since the founding of the nation, 2) a general
understanding of the basic structures of the US local governments and how they function, 3)
an overall understanding of the newly-arised urban issues due to the influence of the
industrialization, the WWII, and the globalization, and 4) the ability to think critically, to
organize their thoughts, and to present the thoughts logically in writing assignments.
The objectives listed above will be achieved through the students’ finishing the assigned
readings and materials in advanced, attentive participation in the in-class discussion,
presenting their thoughts in the assigned homework and so on.
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Course Materials:
Textbook:
City Politics: The Political Economy of Urban America,
Dennis R. Judd and Todd Swanstrom, 10th edition

Course Format and Requirements:
The format of the course is a combination of lecture and seminar, and the materials of
lecturing and discussion will be designed and handed out by the instructor before each
class. The contents of the lectures are based on the textbooks, and supplemented reading
materials will be given by the instructor. There are also chances for students to make in-
class discussions about their personal ideas toward certain topics.
In order to get a thorough understanding of the knowledge presented, students are
supposed to finish all the assigned readings before the class and write down their own
thoughts and questions for in-class discussions.

Attendance:
Students are supposed to be presented at all class sessions. Notifications about absence
reasons to the instructor should be done in advance if students are not able to attend
classes. More than three absences will result in the failure of the course. Active
participation in all classroom activities is also very important for students to achieve
success in this course.

Course Assignments:
Homework Assignment: 20%
Students would be assigned homework each week, the forms of which include question sets,
short reading responses, open-ended discussion questions and so on. Most of the questions
in the homework require students to present their ability to think critically in the
answering rather than just summarize the content of the class/textbook. Students are
encouraged to work with their classmates to combine ideas from different individuals,
improve the accuracy of the answer, and enhance the learning efficiency. Though
encouraged to work in groups, each student is supposed to hand in his/her work
individually. No late work will be accepted, and for each late work there will be 10 points
(100 points in total) taken off.
Final Paper and Presentation: 30%



Huazhong University of Science & Technology SUMMER 2022

3 Huazhong University of Science & Technology

Students have to finish a final paper on a given topic by the instructor by the end of the
semester. The topic is related to what they have learned throughout the semester and the
main goal of this final paper is to strengthen their own standing toward the content.
Students are supposed to finish an oral presentation in the last class of this semester. The
format and requirement for the paper and presentation will be provided by the instructor.
Students should present their ability of critical thinking and their familiarity with the
content learned in class as well as their language accuracy.
The paper should be from 6 to 8 pages long, double-spaced, using Times New Roman size
12 with 1-inch margins.
Exams: 50%
There will be 1 midterm exam and 1 final exam for this course.
The midterm and final exams are both closed-book in-class exams. The forms of the
questions include multiple choices, right-or-wrong questions, definitions, open-ended
questions, and short essays. Exams will cover most of the materials used in class, including
textbooks, handouts and reading materials. Classes before the midterm exams and the final
examwill be left for review and Q&A. There will be no makeup exams.

Course Assessment:

Homework Assignment 20%

Final Paper 20%

Final Presentation 10%

Midterm Exam 20%

Final Exam 30%

Total 100%

Grading Scale (percentage):
A+: 98%-100%
A: 93%-97%
A-: 90%-92%
B+: 88%-89%
B: 83%-87%
B-: 80%-82%
C+: 78%-79%
C: 73%-77%
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C-: 70%-72%
D+: 68%-69%
D: 63%-67%
D-: 60%-62%
F: Below 60%

Course Schedule:

Week Topics Assignments
1stWeek

An Introduction to
City Politics in
America

The Origins of
American Urban
Politics (part 1)

 Introduction to the course
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 1)
The politics of growth
The politics of governance
The fragmented metropolis
The challenge of the global era

 The Enduring Legacy
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 2)
National development and the cities
A century of urban growth and Inter-urban rivalries
Industrialization and community
The immigrant tie
The capacity to govern
The limited power of cities

 Party Machines and the Immigrants
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 3)
Machines and machine-style politics
The origins of machine politics
Did machines “get the job done”?
Were machines vehicles of upward mobility?
Did the machines help immigrants assimilate?
The social reform alternative
Ethnic politics in today’s cities

Readings
Homework
Assignment 1



Huazhong University of Science & Technology SUMMER 2022

5 Huazhong University of Science & Technology

2ndWeek

The Origins of
American Urban
Politics (part 2)

The Urban Crisis
of 20th Century
(Beginning)

 The Reform Crusades
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 4)
The reformers’ aims
The fertile environment for reform
The campaigns against machine rule
“Efficiency and economy” in municipal affairs
The business model
Commission and manager government
The reform legacy

 Urban Voters and the Rise of a National Democratic
Majority
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 5)
City and nations in the twenties century
A new Political Consciousness
The Changing Political Balance
The depression and the cities
Cities gain a voice
The urban programs and the new deal legacy

 The City/Suburban Divide
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 6)
A century of demographic change
Streams of migration
Racial conflict in the postwar era
The suburban exodus
The rise of the multiethnic metropolis
Has the urban crisis disappeared?

Readings
Homework
Assignment 2

3rdWeek

The Urban Crisis
of 20th Century
(Finished)

 National Policy and the City/Suburban Divide
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 7)
The unintended consequences of national policies
The politics of slum clearance
How local politics shaped urban renewal
Racial segregation and “the projects”
National policy and suburban development
Suburbs, highways, and the Automobile
The damaging effects of National Policies

 Federal Programs and the Divisive Politics of
Race(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 8)
The brief life of inner-city programs

Readings
Homework
Assignment 3
Midterm
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The Democrats, Present Carter and the cities
The Republican, the New Federalism and the end of
Federal Assistance
Political reality and urban policy

 Review for midterm exam

4thweek

The Fragmented
Metropolis (Part
1)

 The Rise of the Fragmented Metropolis
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 10)
Metropolitan Turf Wars
How the Suburbs Became Segregated
The Imperative of Racial Segregation
Walling off the suburbs: incorporation and Zoning
The challenge to exclusionary zoning
The new face of enclave politics

 Governing the Fragmented Metropolis
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 11)
The Byzantine (dis)organization of urban regions
The new urban form
The concerns about sprawl
A history of metro gov
The new regionalism
Smart growth
The new urbanism
The prospect for reform

Readings
Homework
Assignment 4
Final Paper
Instruction

5thWeek

The Fragmented
Metropolis (Part
2)

Course Summary

 The Metropolitan Battleground
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 12)
The competition for Fiscal Resources
Where the money goes and comes from
The municipal bond market
The rise of special authorities
Fiscal gamesmanship

 The Renaissance of the Metropolitan Center
(Reading: City Politics, Ch. 13)
The unexpected recovery of the central cities
The decline of downtown, globalization and the
downtown Renaissance

Readings
Homework
Assignment 5
Final Presentation
Final Paper due
Final Exam
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The new urban culture
Tourism and entertainment
Old and new downtowns

 Review for final exam

Academic Integrity:
Students are encouraged to study together, and to discuss lecture topics with one another,
but all other work should be completed independently.

Students are expected to adhere to the standards of academic honesty and integrity that are
described in the Huazhong University of Science & Technology’s Academic Conduct Code.
Any work suspected of violating the standards of the Academic Conduct Codewill be
reported to the Dean’s Office. Penalties for violating the Academic Conduct Codemay
include dismissal from the program. All students have an individual responsibility to know
and understand the provisions of the Academic Conduct Code.

Special Needs or Assistance:
Please contact the Administrative Office immediately if you have a learning disability, a
medical issue, or any other type of problem that prevents professors from seeing you have
learned the course material. Our goal is to help you learn, not to penalize you for issues
which mask your learning.


